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Drupal 7.
 The highest performance 
 for anonymous users



Who
Am I
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● Evgeniy Maslovskiy

● Team lead at 
Bright Solutions

● Maintainer and co-maintainer
of lots Drupal contribs 

● @Spleshka



How
Websites get a lot of anonymous
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● Search engines

● Spam systems

● DDoS attacks

● Unexpected traffic explosion

● Just a lot of anonymous users



How
Drupal handles anonymous by default
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What
Simple ways to improve performance
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● Memcache or Memcache Storage

● APC

● Boost

● File cache

● Redis



Drupal sample
Implementation of such method
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What
That simple methods improves
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How
Can we avoid request to a backend
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Configure proxy 
server to work with 
caching backend



How
Perfect workflow looks like
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Drupal sample
Implementation
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Nginx sample
Implementation



What
Issues you may face
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● Keep pages up to date

Solve it with Cache Expiration module

● Need for up-to-date block on all page

Solve it with SSI/ESI



What
Requirements has this approach
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● You should have an access to server 

configuration

● You should be (or you should pay) a 

skilled Drupal architect



Which
Benefits does this approach have

14/16

● Incredibly fast response

● Significantly decrease server load

● Save a lot of RAM

● Much less database connections

● Could be scaled

● Advanced configurations



Why
Not native proxy cache
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● Storage

● Cache management

● Scalability

● Drupal API
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